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CONTEXT 

 Despite legal provision in Zambia, not all women access abortions safely 

 Adolescents and poorer women are more likely to use unsafe abortion. 

 Unofficial payments demanded by some providers cause delay and deter use 

 Accessible information about how to obtain safe abortion is needed in Zambia 

 A liberal abortion law does not eliminate unsafe abortion if women do not know their rights 
 
HEALTH SYSTEM COSTS 

 Treating unsafe abortions is more expensive than providing safe abortion in Zambia 

 Zambia’s health system spends 2.5 times more treating complications from unsafe abortion than 
it would spend on providing safe abortion. 

 10% of women receiving abortion-related services at a gynaecological ward in Lusaka were there 
for safe abortion; the remaining 90% (around 2120 women) were there for treatment of 
complications arising from unsafe abortion.   

 The average cost of treating complications of unsafe abortion is US$52 while the cost of a safe 
abortion is US$38 per case.  

 It would save the Zambian health system US$14 per case if each woman treated for a 
complication of unsafe abortion instead had a safe abortion. 

 
COSTS TO WOMEN 

 It costs women 27% more to have an unsafe abortion and seek care for complications than to 
have a safe abortion in hospital.   

 Hospital care for complications following an unsafe abortion is three times more expensive for 
women than obtaining a safe abortion in hospital.   
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